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Once full member of the EC, România must aligne to the international legislation in the field of the strategic 
environmental assessment (SEA) by transposing the main normatives in the field at national level. Within 
European context, the most important juridic acts concerning the SEA are: SEA Directive and SEA Protocole of 
the Convention concerning the impact on the environment in transfrontalier contex, adopted at the extraordinaire 
meeting of the signatory parts of the Convention from Espoo (Mai 21st, 2003) at the Ministerial Conference ”One 
Environment in Eureope” from Kiev, Ukraine. The SEA Directive aimes the identification and assessment of the 
plans and/or programmes effects upon environment, during assessment and before P/P adopting. This defines the 
plans assessment at formal level, too. Apart from the Directive, the Protocole stipulates the public participation in 
framing and domain definition phases, not only of eassessment, as Directive. At politic level, the Protocole 
creates the space for SEA putting into practice, but the text of the protocole stipulations represents 
recommendations not obligations. The Romanian legislation was aligned to the European mainly by adopting HG 
1076/2004, and other normatives: OM 117/2006 for approuving of the HG 1076/2006 manual of implementation; 
OM 480/2006 concerning the building and functioning of the special Committee at central level involved in the 
stage of framing the EMPP and OM 985/2006 procedures for approving the orientative list of plans and 
programmes, which are under the incidence of 1076/2004. 
 





The international experience and good 
practice in the field of strategic environmental 
assessment (SEA), has as basis the communitary 
legislation in this field [10, 14, 15].  
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Once full member of the EC, Romania must 
align to this legislation by transposing at national 
level the main legislative acts in this field.   
The presentation of the main communitary 
legislative aspects concerning the SEA, as well 
as the stage of their transposing in Romanian 
national legislation represents the aim of this 
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2. The European legislation 
 
In European context, the most important 
juridical acts [4, 8] concerning SEA are:  
 SEA Directive 
 SEA Protocol of the Convention concerning 
the impact on the environment within 
transfrontalier context, adopted at the 
extraordinary meeting of the signatory parts 
of the Espoo Convention (May 21st, 2003) at 
the Ministerial Conference    ”One 
Environment for Europe”   from   Kiev,        
Ukraine [8]. 
 
2.1. SEA Directive 
This directive was adopted in 2001 and must 
be transposed in national legislation of the 
member states up to July 21st, 2004. 
The methodology of transposing involved 
the integration of the requirements of the SEA 
Directive, or its inclusion in special procedures 
created with this aim. 
The aim of this directive is to confer 
certitude that the environmental effects of the 
plans and/or programmes (P/P) will be identified 
and evaluated during the evaluation and before 
adopting the respective P/P. Within this, the 
plans and programmes which are taking into 
account the SEA principles are specified. 
According to the SEA Directive, 
consultations of the public authorities with 
responsibilities in the field of the environmental 
protection and public must be organized. The 
results of these consultations must be integrated 
and taking into account within the process of the  
P/P elaboration. After adopting, the authorities 
which were consulted and public must be 
informed concerning the adopted decision and 
the followings must be supplied: 
 P/P in adopted form; 
 declaration where modality of integration of 
the environmental considerate  in P/P and 
modality of taking into account the opinions 
expressed during  consultation process, must 
be realized; 
 established measures concerning the 
monitoring of the environmental effects of 
the P/P implementation. 
If the P/P implementation may have 
significant transfrontalier effects, the affected 
member state and public from the country must 
be informed and they must be allowed to make 
commentaries, which at their turn will be 
integrated in decisional process at national level.    
During the process of implementation of the  
SEA Directive, the stipulations of the Habitat 
Directive of EEC must be taken into 
consideration [2]. In this context, performing 
environmental evaluation for all established 
plans and programmes is stipulated, taking into 
consideration the possible effects on the 
protected placements, if evaluation based on 
Habitat Directive is needed. 
According to the Habitat Directive 
stipulations, any plan or project, which is not 
directly connected or necessary for the 
management of the placement of a protected 
placement, but could have significant effect on 
it, alone or in combination with other plans or 
projects, must be submitted to a suitable 
assessment of the implications upon the 
placement protection, from the perspective of 
their own preservation objectives. 
The SEA Directive also defines the plans 
assessment at formal level. 
 
2.2. The SEA Protocol adopted at the Espoo 
Convention 
According to the convention decisions, in 
order to function, this protocol [8] be ratified by 
16 countries. Until June 2007, only in 7 
countries was adopted, but not our country. 
Once functional, the protocol foresees 
impose to the parts the assessment of the 
environmental consequences of the official 
projects of plans and/or programmes.  
Many similar aspects were recorded between 
the SEA Directive and SEA Protocol. However, 
a series of differentiating aspects exists.  
Apart the Directive, the Protocol stipulates 
the public participation in phases of the  
definition and framing of the domain, not only in 
assessment phase, as the Directive stipulates. At 
policy level, the Protocol creates the space of 
SEA putting into practice, but the text of the 
stipulations from the Protocol represents 
recommendations no obligations.   
 
3. The Romanian legislation 
 
The main legislative document that 
transposes the SEA Directive in Romanian 
national legislation is HG 1076/2004 [9].  
The requirements concerning the SEA stages 
punctually frame within the stipulations of the 
above mentioned governamental decision (fig. 1).  
HG 1076/2004 establishes the assessment 
procedure for certain plans and/or programmes   
(EMPP), where the stages and imposed 
obligations are defined.  
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Figure 1. The interdependence between the SEA process and HG 1076/2004 
 
 
The stipulations concerning the consultation 
of the authorities, which due to the 
responsibilities for the environmental protection 
may be interested by he effects on the 
environmental of the P/P suggestion, are 
included in all procedural stages of the HG 
1076/2004. The requirements describing and 
logical pattern of the EMMP, according to the 
exigencies of the government decision are 
graphically presented (fig. 2).   
According to the stipulations of the SEA 
Directive, HG 1076/2004 stipulates that EMPP 
is compulsory for certain P/P and for other P/P 
the necessity of submitting to SEA must be 
determined. 
Other normative acts relevant at national 
level are: 
 OM 117/2006 for approving of the manual of 
HG 1076/2006 implementation [11]; 
 OM 480/2006 concerning the building and 
function  of the special Committee  in the stage of 
framing of the EMPP procedure [12]; 
 OM 985/2006 for approving the orientative list 
of plans and programmes which is included 
under the incidence of 1076/2004 [13]. 
 




The titular of the P/P notifies in writing and inform the public concerning the first version, by repeated announcements in mass media and 
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For P/P stipulated in art. 5 align. (2), AC transmits in                     AC with CSC perform the examination case by case for P/P other then those 
writing to the P/P owner, the obligation of performing                 stipulated in art. 5 align. (2), considering the relevant criteria stipulated in and  
the environmental assessment                                                              annex 1 and observations formulated by the public 
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The P/P owner transmits the project of P/P and environmental report  
                                                                                          to AC and other CSC members 
 
 
                                      CSC formulates opinions, which                    45 calendaristic days                      The P/P owners organizes public debates  
                                             will be transmitted to AC    
 
                                                                                          PUBLIC DEBATE 
 
 
                                 AC takes  the decision of producing  the               15 calendaristic                     May ask for the P/P correction and/or the 
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                                            Decision will be published 
 





Figure 2. The pattern of the EMMP procedure established by HG 1076/2004 
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Up to now, the Romanian legislation 
transposed The Habitat Directive and Birds 
Directive [1, 2], by OUG no. 236/2000 [3] 
concerning the regime of the protected natural 
areas, preservation of the natural habitats and 
flora and fauna wild species, approved with 
modifications and completions by the Law no. 
462/2001[6]. 
According to these directives, the 
correspondent national legislation stipulates that 
any plan or programme, which could 
significantly affect a special protection Area or a 
special preservation Area must be submitted to 
an environmental assessment, which must take 
into consideration the preservation objectives 
from the area. This stipulation was the assumed 
by the HG 1076/2004 which transposes the SEA 
Directive and stipulates that for the respective 
P/P, the EMPP is compulsory. In other words, if 
a plan is established that a plan could 
significantly affect a protected site, this must be 
submitted to EMPP. 
Concerning the SEA Protocol adopted at the 
Espoo Convention, its ratification is based on the 
transposing of the Convention requirements in 
national legislation, by the Law 22/2001 and HG 




The communitarian legislation concerning 
the strategic environmental assessment is the 
basis of the experience in the field and good 
practice at the level of the member states of the 
European Union, where it is already adopted. 
In European context, the most important 
juridical initiatives which aim the conception and 
implementation of the strategic environmental 
assessment are: the SEA Directive, adopted in 
2001 and transposed by the member states in 
national legislation up to July 21st 2004 and SEA 
Protocol of the Convention concerning the 
impact on the environment in transfrontalier 
context, adopted at the extraordinary meeting of 
the signatory parts of the Espoo Convention 
(May 21st 2003) at the Ministerial Conference      










Even at national level, official regulations 
concerning the SEA implementation do not yet 
exist, the Romanian legislation was aligned to 
the European one mainly by adopting the HG 
1076/2004, and other normative acts: OM 
117/2006 for approving the manual of 
implementation of the HG 1076/2006; OM 
480/2006 concerning the construction and 
function of the special Committee at central level 
involved in the stage of framing of the EMPP 
procedure and OM 985/2006 for approving the 
orientative list of plans and programmes, which 
are under the incidence of the HG 1076/2004. 
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